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New York City Police Department Sgt. Gustavo Rodriguez was
honored by the Intelligence and National Security Alliance
(INSA) on Dec. 15 by receiving the John W. Warner Homeland
Security Award.
Rodriguez is a student at the Naval Postgraduate School
Center for Homeland Defense and Security (CHDS) where he is
writing a thesis linked to his professional duties. His combination
of police work and scholarly research at CHDS contributed to
his earning the honor, which he received during an awards
banquet at the Hilton McLean Hotel in Tysons Corner, Virginia.
The award is named after former U.S. Sen. John Warner of
Virginia.
U.S. Rep. Peter King, R-N.Y., Chairman of the House Homeland
Security Committee, presented the award to Rodriguez.
Rodriguez works with human intelligence (HUMINT) in the
NYPD Intelligence Division. As a student, he is writing a thesis
titled "Creating DOMESTIPOL: Increasing National Resilience
by Reflecting on the NYPD Counter Terrorism Model."
Rodriguez’s work and research center on better communication
and intelligence dissemination among police agencies across
the nation, especially among the 50 largest urban areas in the
United States – a nod to the CHDS credo of rising above "silo"
thinking.
"Sergeant Rodriguez exemplifies the bridging of operator
gathered information and analytical exploitation to provide
actionable intelligence to arguably one of the highest threat
domestic venues," CHDS instructor Kathleen Kiernan wrote in a letter of recommendation to INSA, urging that her
student receive the honor.
While fusion centers have evolved to facilitate intelligence gathering among varied layers of local, state and federal
authorities, Rodriguez believes the horizontal, interstate, police- department to police-department sharing of
information is where the most critical seams exist.
A first step in doing that, he said, is basic person-to-person relationship building. "I want to see the day when 50 of
the largest police departments in the country formally and systemically speak to each other horizontally," he said.
"Let’s get San Francisco and Los Angeles talking to Miami and Boston horizontally. "Leveraging the burgeoning
banks of police data and resources that reside in each city against homegrown terrorism will undoubtedly increase
national resilience".
His thesis proposes a national system of police coordination that would enable the 50 largest police departments to
horizontally share, analyze and disseminate intelligence.
In addition to researching this prospect, Rodriguez lives it on a daily basis as part of an NYPD intelligence division
1/2
that grew in staff from about 200 before 9/11 to 1,000 in the years following the attacks. That girding of the city’s
intelligence apparatus was a natural response to the attacks. Moreover, his passion for the new endeavor was
intensified as he responded to those attacks and dug through the mounds of rubble at Ground Zero. Those events
brought a new challenge to the NYPD as well as the New York City Fire Department (FDNY) and the New York/New
Jersey Port Authority Police Department (PAPD).
"It forever changed the face of policing in America," Rodriguez said, referring to that fateful day. "We at NYPD,
FDNY, PAPD and a plethora of federal, state, local and private agencies knew in the days, weeks and months after
9/11, that the frontlines came to us, and we have never looked back."
Rodriguez credits the academic values fostered by CHDS for reinforcing his scholarly pursuit of police intelligence
and lauds the mentoring he receives from instructors, especially Kiernan.
"CHDS, for me, has taken the art of researching a problem or best practice to the next level," he noted. "The
professors instill the art of research and hold you accountable. You become a scholar, that master researcher."
He added that another benefit is interacting with fellow students from varied disciplines, backgrounds and
geographic locations.
Rodriguez credited Kiernan for providing mentorship and guidance, calling her "the mentor I never had."
"She listens to your hypothesis and she relentlessly makes you defend and refine it," he explained. "And when the
time is right, she connects you to the world. She utilizes over three decades of law enforcement and academic
experience to connect you and makes sure your thesis is put into action."
Rodriguez also lauded the assistance of another faculty member: “With a thesis advisor like Professor Lauren
Wollman, my goals for my work at CHDS have become a reality”.
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